
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

National High Performing Public Charter School Network identifies location for its first Texas campus 
Great Hearts Academies gains multi-year lease at historic Temple Beth-El for the first of six San Antonio academies 

 
San Antonio, Texas – October 1, 2013 
 
Great Hearts Academies, the high-performing national public charter school network, reached an agreement on a multi-
year lease with Temple Beth-El, located at 211 Belknap Place, for its first Texas campus in downtown San Antonio.   

“The Board approved moving forward with Great Hearts on its lease with Temple Beth-El.  Logistical details will be 
finalized in the next couple of weeks,” reported Temple Beth-El board President Michael Swanson.   “We look forward to 
having Great Hearts as a tenant to use the classrooms and education spaces in our building,” he added. 

The campus will mark the first of six Great Hearts campuses scheduled to open over the next 5 years throughout San 
Antonio.  The new school will open its doors as a K – 9th grade campus in August, 2014, and will add an additional grade 
level each year to eventually create a full K – 12 program.  

 “We are extremely excited about the opportunity to lease space from Temple Beth-El  for our first Great Hearts 
Academy – San Antonio campus,” said Dr. Peter Bezanson, Superintendent of the Texas network of schools.  “This 
beautiful, historic and iconic building in the heart of San Antonio offers a central location for so many interested families 
there, and will most certainly be a convenient location for our first school in San Antonio.” 

Great Hearts will hold a community-wide informational meeting in the Barshop Auditorium at Temple Beth El Tuesday, 
October 29th at 6:00 p.m., to provide a more detailed update on the new school, and to answer questions about Great 
Hearts Academies.   

For more information about the upcoming meeting and about Great Hearts, visit the website (www.greatheartstx.org).   

About Great Hearts Academies  
Great Hearts Academies is one of the top charter school operators in the country. It currently manages 17 schools in the 
Phoenix metro area, with over 7,500 students in grades K-12, and will open Texas campuses in San Antonio, Dallas, and 
Austin starting in 2013 or 2014. The focus of Great Hearts Academies is a classical, liberal arts curriculum with an 
emphasis on the Great Books and the Socratic teaching method. Great Hearts academies are comprehensive college 
prep schools, with competitive athletics programs and a variety of extracurricular activities, such as speech and debate, 
fencing, and music ensembles. In Arizona, Great Hearts typically receives 8-10 enrollment applications for every 
available seat. Great Hearts’ schools rank in the top 1% of all Arizona public schools, and 95% of graduates attend a 4-
year college. Great Hearts Academies has a track record in Arizona of elite college placement that surpasses or rivals all 
the surrounding local public and private schools.  
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